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Soviet strategic might next week
when they present the president with

options for a controversial new gener-

ation of intercontinental missile.

President Carter scheduled a
Cabinet-level meeting Monday after-
oon to hear the views of his top advis-
ers on the new weapon and to hear an
update of the assessment of the exist-
ing strategic balance between the two
Superpowers. .

One centrally 1 nlaced official pomts
out that it has been two years since

-the strategic balance was updated.

“This is just a straightforward effort
to put all the nuts and boits into a
strategic context to try to give it an
overall view that some people have ac-
cuséd us of lacking in the past " he
sa1d

“The review has been in the works

- some eight to 10 months and was not

done to bolster chances of gaining
more funds in internal budget-writ-
ing skirmishes, says this official. -

+.-Defense Secretary Harold Brown

and presidential national security af-
fairs adviser Zbigniew Brzezinski suc-

-ceeded in postponing a meeting with
the president on the fiscal 1981 -de-: -~
+fense budget ;-xmtil.z.they could.make..

their presentation on the new missile
and the new strategm assessments

,Monday :

““SOME PEOPLE see it as a rather

-heavy-handed power play by the na- -
-tional security.types,"” -said-aanother
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administration official. - -~

The reason is that a goal near.to -
Carter’s heart — a balanced budget ~—-

may be attainable, if the economy
cooperates. “If Cartes thinks he can
balance the budget in 1981, he will go
for it,” says an official. That puts a
premium on getting the president’s
attention now, he continues,

Another well-placed official {latly
rejected any budgetary motive in the
reassessment, noting that budgetary
guidance has already gone out to the
departments, -

Knowledgeable. sources say the
strategic assessment for Monday’s
meeting was prepared by the staff of
the National Security Councit and
may well generate controversy among
excluded agencies such as the CIA,
end the State and Defense depart-
ments.

Other souces sa

decisikpproffect

will be made on the basis of the inter-
nal security council review,

, however, that no

Carter admininstration national se-
curity officizls.have scheduled a .
‘major re-examination of U.S. and
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" ‘Even while the administration- pre-
pared for a decison on the missile,
liberal opponentsin the Senate were
working on.counter-strategies. Sen.
Mark O. Hatfield, R-Ore., was said to be
working on such a plan for unveﬂmo
nextweek. T TR I S A

HATFIELD AND Democrats George
S. McGovern of South Dakota and Wil-
liam Proxmire of Wisconsin have
threatened to withhold their support
for a new strategic arms agreement
with the Soviets because it does too
little, and because it seems to promote
or at least permit a contmued arms
race. -

The new missile decmon isa ques-
tion independent of consideration of
the new treaty itself, but it has be-
come bound up in the overall strate-

gic debate that will accompany the.
fight to gain Senate ranixcauon of the.

pact. <o C

The opnons for the new generanon
missile have largely been narrowed to
two. The first would proceed with a
new, large Air Force missile, called
MX, deployed in a series of trenches
in Utah and Nevada.-

‘This system, which s&ould cost
about $30 billion, would be designed
to frustrate Soviet war planners who
might want to knock out U.S. land-
based missiles in a pre-emptive attack.

The missiles would move on tracks
“~“within the covered trenches so that

their precise locations would not be

known, In the advent of an attack, the’

‘missiles. would.be rushed 10 a new

position on the trench just in case the

~ Russians had detected and targezed
the1r ongmnal resting place. -

PERIODICALLY the
would be opened at random for inven-
tory sampling by Soviet spy satellites
to demonstrate that the United States
had not exceeded limits on missile
laucherssetin SALT agreements.

The second option, less well de-
fined, would push ahead with devel-
opment of a new, much more accurate
missile for missile-Jaunching subma-
rines.

Additionally, the cruise missile leg
of the US. strategic deterrant would
be increased and the new submarine
missiles would be deployed in some
form of land basing.

At a meeting last week, Brown and
other top officials generally seemed to
line up behind the trench opnon as
the best one.

And while the new missile may
have significant opposition in Con

ress, administration officials con

land-based missile system secure from
"attack than againstit

trenches"
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